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Montessori Reading Overview 

The Montessori approach to reading is based on the educational philosophy developed by Dr. Maria 
Montessori. It emphasizes a child-centered, hands-on learning experience that promotes independent 
thinking and a love for learning. Here are some key principles associated with the Montessori approach 
to reading: 

1. Phonics-based instruction: Montessori reading programs often focus on teaching phonics, 
which involves connecting sounds with corresponding letters or letter combinations. Children 
learn to decode words by breaking them down into individual sounds and blending them 
together. 

2. Multi-sensory learning: Montessori reading activities frequently incorporate multi-sensory 
materials, such as sandpaper letters, moveable alphabet tiles, and tactile objects. This 
approach engages multiple senses, allowing children to reinforce their learning through touch, 
sight, and sound. 

3. Individualized instruction: Montessori classrooms typically embrace individualized instruction, 
where children are encouraged to progress at their own pace. This personalized approach 
allows educators to tailor reading activities to each child's unique needs, ensuring they are 
appropriately challenged and supported. 

4. Whole language approach: In addition to phonics, Montessori reading programs often 
incorporate a whole language approach. This means exposing children to a rich language 
environment, including reading aloud to them, encouraging storytelling, and providing access 
to a wide range of written materials. 

5. Literacy through purposeful activities: Montessori promotes the integration of reading skills into 
purposeful activities that are relevant and meaningful to the child. For example, children may 
engage in reading tasks related to their interests, such as researching topics, writing letters, or 
creating their own books. 

Elementary:  

Montessori education in elementary continues to emphasize the development of reading skills using the 
Montessori approach. While there is limited research specifically focused on Montessori reading 
instruction in upper elementary, several studies highlight the effectiveness of Montessori methods in 
promoting literacy development and fostering a love for reading.  
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MONTESSORI WRITING & SPELLING 

In the Primary years ( 3 ½ - 6 yrs)  - The Montessori approach to writing and spelling focuses on a 
holistic and multi-sensory approach to language development. It aims to foster the development of 
strong literacy skills through a combination of hands-on materials, individualized instruction, and 
meaningful experiences. Here are some key aspects of the Montessori approach to writing and spelling: 

1. Pre-writing activities: Montessori classrooms often incorporate pre-writing activities to develop fine 
motor skills, hand-eye coordination, and spatial awareness. These activities can include tracing 
sandpaper letters, working with movable alphabet letters, and engaging in exercises that promote hand 
strength and dexterity. 

2. Phonics-based instruction: The Montessori approach to spelling and writing emphasizes the 
connection between sounds and letters. Children learn phonetic sounds through hands-on activities, 
such as matching objects with initial sounds or building words with moveable alphabet letters. This 
phonics-based approach helps develop phonemic awareness and supports spelling and writing skills. 

3. Multi-sensory materials: Montessori classrooms utilize multi-sensory materials to engage multiple 
senses during the learning process. For spelling and writing, children may work with sandpaper letters, 
which allow them to trace the shape of the letters while associating them with their corresponding 
sounds. This tactile and kinesthetic experience helps reinforce letter recognition and formation. 

4. Individualized instruction: Montessori classrooms often provide individualized instruction, allowing 
children to progress at their own pace. Teachers observe students' progress and provide guidance and 
support tailored to each child's needs. This individualized approach ensures that children receive the 
necessary support and challenges to develop their writing and spelling skills. 

5. Meaningful writing experiences: The Montessori approach emphasizes meaningful writing 
experiences where children are encouraged to write for real purposes and engage in authentic 
communication. This can include activities such as writing letters, creating stories, and journaling. By 
connecting writing to personal experiences and real-life contexts, children develop a sense of purpose 
and motivation for writing. 

Elementary 

In the Elementary years ( 1st Grade- 6th Grade)The Montessori approach to writing and spelling builds 
upon the foundational principles of the Montessori method and continues to emphasize a multi-sensory 
and individualized approach to language development. Here are some key aspects of the Montessori 
approach to writing and spelling in elementary: 

1. Integrated language curriculum: The Montessori approach often integrates writing and spelling 
within a broader language curriculum. It combines elements of phonics, vocabulary 
development, grammar, and creative expression to provide a comprehensive language 
learning experience. 

2. Hands-on materials and activities: Montessori classrooms provide students with a variety of 
hands-on materials and activities to support writing and spelling skills. These may include 
moveable alphabets, word-building exercises, sentence analysis, and grammar symbols. These  
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materials engage multiple senses and allow for active exploration and manipulation of 
language components. 

3. Individualized instruction: Montessori classrooms typically offer individualized instruction, 
allowing students to progress at their own pace and focus on areas that require further 
development. Teachers observe and assess students' writing and spelling abilities, providing 
personalized guidance, feedback, and challenges to support their individual needs. 

4. Meaningful and purposeful writing experiences: The Montessori approach places an emphasis 
on meaningful writing experiences that connect to real-life contexts and purposes. Students 
engage in activities such as writing narratives, research reports, poetry, and persuasive essays, 
which encourage critical thinking, self-expression, and effective communication. 

5. Language-rich environment: Montessori classrooms provide a language-rich environment that 
promotes exposure to quality literature, discussions, and collaborative writing experiences. 
Students are encouraged to engage in dialogue, share their writing, and receive feedback from 
peers and teachers, fostering a sense of community and collaborative learning. 

MONTESSORI MATH 

In the Primary years ( ages 3 ½ -6 yrs) The Montessori approach to math education emphasizes a 
hands-on, experiential learning experience that allows children to develop a deep understanding of 
mathematical concepts. Here are some key principles associated with the Montessori approach to 
math: 

1. Concrete materials and manipulatives: Montessori classrooms utilize a wide range of concrete 
materials and manipulatives to introduce mathematical concepts. These materials, such as the 
Montessori Golden Beads, Number Rods, and Spindle Boxes, provide children with tangible 
representations of abstract mathematical ideas such as ( adding, subtracting, and 
introductions to multiplication and division), enabling them to explore and internalize concepts 
through direct experience. 
 

2. Sequential and hierarchical learning: The Montessori math curriculum is carefully designed to 
present concepts in a sequential and hierarchical manner. Children progress from concrete 
experiences to more abstract representations, gradually building upon their understanding of 
foundational mathematical concepts. 
 

3. Individualized instruction: Montessori classrooms often employ individualized instruction, 
allowing children to work at their own pace and focus on areas that require further 
development. This personalized approach ensures that each child receives the necessary 
support and challenges to foster their mathematical growth. 
 

4. Sensorial connections: The Montessori approach recognizes the importance of engaging 
multiple senses in the learning process. Sensorial experiences, such as exploring different 
shapes, sizes, and textures, are integrated into math activities to enhance understanding and 
make mathematical concepts more tangible for children. 
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5. Problem-solving and critical thinking: The Montessori approach emphasizes the development of 

problem-solving skills and critical thinking abilities. Children are encouraged to explore 
mathematical concepts independently, analyze patterns, and apply their knowledge to real-life 
situations, fostering a deep understanding of math and its practical applications. 

 

In the Elementary years, the Montessori approach to math education builds upon the foundational 
principles of the Montessori method and continues to emphasize hands-on learning and a deep 
understanding of mathematical concepts. 

1. Concrete to abstract learning: The Montessori method in elementary math continues to utilize 
concrete materials and manipulatives to support the transition from concrete to abstract 
mathematical thinking. Materials such as Montessori Fraction Circles, Decimal Boards, and 
Geometry materials help students visually and experientially explore mathematical concepts 
before moving toward symbolic representations. 

2. Integrated curriculum: The Montessori approach often integrates math into broader 
interdisciplinary studies, allowing students to see the practical applications and connections 
between math and other subjects. This approach helps foster a holistic understanding of 
mathematics and its relevance in real-world contexts. 

3. Individualized and self-paced learning: Montessori classrooms provide opportunities for 
individualized and self-paced learning. Students can work on math activities that align with 
their abilities and interests, allowing them to progress at their own pace and delve deeper into 
areas of particular fascination or challenge. 

4. Problem-solving and critical thinking: Montessori math education encourages students to 
develop problem-solving skills, logical reasoning, and critical thinking abilities. Students are 
presented with open-ended problems and real-life scenarios that require them to analyze, 
strategize, and apply their mathematical knowledge in meaningful ways. 

5. Collaborative learning and peer teaching: Montessori classrooms often foster collaborative 
learning environments where students work together, share their ideas, and engage in peer 
teaching. This collaborative approach enhances students' understanding of mathematical 
concepts as they discuss and explain their thinking to their peers. 
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ILIM School Homework Philosophy 

It's worth noting that the absence of homework in the Montessori approach does not mean that 
learning stops outside the classroom. Although ILIM School does not require daily homework, 
occasionally, programs will provide resources, materials, and suggestions for parents to facilitate 
learning experiences at home that align with the child's interests and developmental needs, as well as 
components that help with organic language acquisition. Below are some key philosophies we consider 
when it comes to homework. 

Montessori Philosophy: The Montessori philosophy values uninterrupted periods of work and believes 
that children should have ample time for free play, exploration, and pursuing their own interests. The 
absence of homework aligns with this philosophy, allowing children to engage in activities of their 
choice outside the classroom. 

Learning Through Experience: Montessori classrooms are designed to provide a comprehensive learning 
experience that integrates various subjects and allows for hands-on, experiential learning. The 
philosophy emphasizes that children should have opportunities to explore and discover concepts within 
the prepared environment, reducing the need for homework as a reinforcement tool. 

Development of Intrinsic Motivation: Montessori education aims to cultivate intrinsic motivation and a 
lifelong love for learning. The absence of homework allows children to maintain a positive association 
with learning and avoids potential negative associations that might arise from mandatory assignments 
done at home. 

Family Time and Balance: Montessori recognizes the importance of family time and aims to promote a 
healthy work-life balance for children. By not assigning homework, Montessori schools provide more 
opportunities for children to spend quality time with their families, engage in extracurricular activities, 
pursue personal interests, and relax. 

Individualized Pace: Montessori education emphasizes individualized learning and allows children to 
progress at their own pace. The absence of homework ensures that children do not feel rushed or 
overwhelmed by external demands, allowing them to focus on their own development and interests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 ILIM SCHOOL MONTESSORI APPROACH TO KEY ACADEMIC SUBJECTS 

 

Key Resources for Summer 

 

Reading:  

1. Create a Reading Routine: Establish a regular time each day dedicated to reading. Encourage 
children to choose a cozy spot in their home where they can read comfortably and without 
distractions. 

2. DIY Bookmarks: Encourage children to make their own personalized bookmarks using materials 
such as colored paper, ribbons, beads, or stickers. This can add a creative touch to their reading 
experience and make it more enjoyable. 

3. Reading Aloud: Set aside time for parents or older siblings to read aloud to younger children. 
This can be done daily or as a special event. Choose age-appropriate books and engage 
children in discussions about the story, characters, and their thoughts and feelings. 

4. Create a Reading Passport: Have your child create a reading passport with blank pages. Each 
time they read a book, they can fill in a page with the title, author, and a short summary or their 
favorite part of the story. Encourage them to decorate each page creatively. 

 

Math:  

1. Math in the Kitchen: Involve children in measuring ingredients, counting, and following recipes 
while baking or cooking. This hands-on activity reinforces mathematical concepts such as 
fractions, measurement, and number sense. 

2. Math Board and Card Games: Play board games that incorporate math skills. Games like “ 
Challenge 24”  "Snakes and Ladders," "Uno," or "Monopoly Junior" provide opportunities for 
counting, number recognition, and strategic thinking. 

3. Math Story Time: Choose math-related storybooks or picture books that introduce 
mathematical concepts. After reading, discuss the math concepts presented in the book and 
engage children in related activities, such as counting objects or creating their own story 
problems. ( Waldorf Math Books are the BEST) 

4. Math Puzzles and Tangrams: Provide children with math puzzles, tangrams, or building blocks. 
These activities enhance spatial reasoning, problem-solving skills, and mathematical thinking. 

 

Language 

1. Language Simon says using Google Translate 
2. Language Games: Play language-related games such as memory matching games, bingo, or 

charades. Use flashcards or picture cards with words in the target language to make learning 
fun and engaging. 

3. Screen time: Watch movies and shows only in a specific language ( Netflix, Prime Video, and 
Disney Plus); all have translations in Mandarin and Spanish, some Arabic 

4. Music: listen to age-appropriate music in the language 
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Writing:  

1. Write a poem rhyming or Haiku, and have your student paint pictures for the poem using 
watercolors 

2. Waldorf form drawing with water paints 
3. Letter Writing: Have children write letters to family members, friends, or even fictional characters 

from their favorite books. Encourage them to express their thoughts, share experiences, or ask 
questions in their letters. For younger children, do the dictation method (child tells, parent 
writes) 

4. Story Starters: Provide children with story prompts or sentence starters to ignite their 
imagination and storytelling skills. They can continue the story, create their own endings, or 
even illustrate their stories.  For younger children, do the dictation method (child tells, parent 
writes) 

 

APPS for Kids:  

• Mandarin: Chinese Skill ( HSK Practice)  
• Arabic: I Read Arabic 
• Spanish: Loritos Learn Spanish for kids 

 

Data /Studies 

Here are some studies that explore Montessori reading approaches: 

Lillard, A. S., & Else-Quest, N. (2006). Evaluating Montessori education. Science, 313(5795), 1893-1894. 

This study examined the outcomes of Montessori education across different age groups, including 
elementary. It found that Montessori elementary students performed better on measures of reading 
and academic achievement compared to non-Montessori students. 

Lillard, A. S. (2012). Preschool children's development in classic Montessori supplemented Montessori and 
conventional programs. Journal of School Psychology, 50(3), 379-401. 

While this study focused on preschool-aged children, it demonstrated the positive impact of Montessori 
education on early literacy development. The findings suggest that Montessori methods, including the 
use of specialized materials and a child-centered approach, contribute to early reading skills. 

Rathunde, K., & Csikszentmihalyi, M. (2005). Middle school students' motivation and quality of 
experience: A comparison of Montessori and traditional school environments. American Journal of 
Education, 111(3), 341-371. 

Although this study focused on middle school students, it sheds light on the motivational aspects of 
Montessori education. The study found that Montessori students demonstrated higher levels of intrinsic  
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motivation and engagement in reading and other academic tasks compared to students in traditional 
schools. 

Duffy, B., & Kirk, E. (2009). Montessori approach in public school education: A case study of 
implementation. Journal of Research in Childhood Education, 23(4), 511-526. 

This case study explored the implementation of Montessori methods in a public elementary school 
setting. It highlighted the positive impact of the Montessori reading approach, including individualized 
instruction, multi-sensory materials, and a focus on phonics and comprehension skills. 

Mendelsohn, P., Morrison, K., & Blumenfeld, P. (2008). Montessori education for low-income children: A 
pilot study. Journal of Early Childhood Research, 6(1), 79-95. 

While this study focused on low-income children in early childhood, it provides insights into the 
effectiveness of Montessori methods in promoting early literacy skills. The study found that Montessori 
preschool students demonstrated greater gains in language and early reading skills compared to 
students in a traditional preschool program. 

 


